
Educational renewal with life-wide learning
Cutting-edge research and infrastructure
Community wellbeing
Sustainability

Aalto University School of Business’ new strategic plan for the years 2021-2024
includes four new key strategic initiatives, with sustainability among them:

Aalto University School of Business has been among the original Principles for
Responsible Management Education (PRME) signatories in 2008 and remains
firmly committed to its principles. 

Responsible management is central to the School's intentions, as shown by
adopting the motto of "Better Business, Better Society". 

Sustainability is one of the School’s four new strategic initiatives, and through this
initiative, the School aims at incorporating sustainability thinking strongly into all
our teaching and research. You can read more about the strategic initiative on
sustainability here. 

Evolving sustainable business and management
education
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It’s important that us,
the students, have
been given a chance to
tell what we think of
societal issues and
above all sustainability.
It's essential that our
opinions are heard, and
they are channeled into
positive changes in
Aalto University School
of Business, that being
one way of creating a
better world

Helmi Nuortimo,
Student and KY Board
member responsible for
sustainability 

"Better Business, Better Society" 

https://www.aalto.fi/en/news/sustainability-is-one-of-the-four-school-of-business-key-strategic-initiatives


Since spring 2020, teachers in charge of courses at Aalto
University have analyzed the contents of their courses
from the perspective of the Sustainable Development
Goals of the United Nations (SDGs) and defined the most
important for their course content. 

In practice, teachers choose between one and three of the
SDGs, which are central to the course content. If the
course content includes SDG themes, this shows
automatically in the online Study Guide and thus makes it
easier for students to find courses addressing the
sustainable development themes that are of particular
interest to them. 

Aalto University is also concentrating its efforts on
developing high-level expertise such as the circular
economy. As a research and learning area, the topic
touches all Aalto schools, from business and technology
to arts and design. 

Sustainability education at Aalto University
School of Business takes place at three
levels. Baseline exposure to sustainability is
ensured for all students (Level 1). Students
who wish can specialize further according to
their interests, becoming either 'management
professionals with a specialization in
sustainability' (Level 2); or 'sustainability
professionals with a specialization in
management' (Level 3). An example of the
latter is the multidisciplinary, multi-school
Creative Sustainability Master's program,
already in existence since 2010, which has
been explicitly designed to address
sustainability issues.

At the course level, Aalto University has a
two-pronged approach: offering specialized
courses on sustainability topics while
integrating and embedding sustainability
content into all courses.

The School is at the moment renewing its
program portfolio. In 2022 it will release a new
MSc program that will, among other things,
explicitly emphasize sustainability. 

The program will educate managers for whom
sustainability is an important complementary
competence (Level 2), thus helping to promote
the mainstreaming of sustainability.

Aalto University School of Business is continuing
to integrate sustainability considerations in
courses across the curriculum and launch new
dedicated sustainability courses. The School will
further encourage the faculty to address
sustainability questions in their research and, on
that basis, co-create sustainable solutions
together with stakeholders.

Adapting teaching to
sustainability

Next steps

Programme and course
offerings

https://www.aalto.fi/en/department-of-management-studies/sustainability-in-business-sub
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/masters-programme-in-creative-sustainability-msc-in-economics-and-business
https://www.aalto.fi/en/news/the-strategic-management-in-a-changing-world-programme-will-develop-analytical-and
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/masters-programme-in-strategic-management-in-a-changing-world


Researchers at Aalto University are often seen in the Finnish media and increasingly in international
media, commenting on societal and environmental topics. They have constant interaction on relevant
global challenges with industry, governmental and non-governmental organizations. Many of them
regularly teach at Aalto University Executive Education (Aalto EE), which offers leadership development
services for individuals and organizations globally. 

The School's initiatives hold a strong societal angle and results are often used to influence knowledge-
based decisions. 

Some examples:
Economists suggest: This is how Finland will halve its road transport emissions by 2030.
Economists see an emission allowance system for construction materials as the most cost-effective way
of reducing the carbon footprint of construction.
Sustainable textile systems: Co-creating resource-wise business for Finland in global textile networks. 

Students at Aalto University have set up the Aalto Sustainability Club (ASC), which since 2011
organizes events on Sustainability topics a few times a year, including visits to innovative sustainability-
oriented companies. The latest event was on sustainable finance, with academic and business
speakers. In March 2021, they arranged a movie night showing Freightened: The true cost of
international shipping, followed by an online discussion.

The students actively seek to influence by nudging more sustainable practices on campus. For
instance, together with Aalto University Student Union’s Sustainability Group, students have petitioned
all Campus restaurants to give up red meat meals.

Students' Engagement

Engagement with society

https://www.aalto.fi/en/news/economists-suggest-this-is-how-finland-will-halve-its-road-transport-emissions-by-2030
https://www.aalto.fi/en/news/economists-see-an-emission-allowance-system-for-construction-materials-as-the-most-cost
https://finix.aalto.fi/


Aalto launched a mobile application, ‘AaltoSDG’, which supports Aalto
University's work on sustainable development goals from the point of view
of education, research, art, and everyday life at Aalto University. 

The aim is to guide our community to make more sustainable choices
every day. The mobile app is being regularly updated.

Participation in the PIR

Aalto University School of Business participated in the first edition of the
PIR but did not feature in the report due to the low number of responses.
The School wanted to listen to its students and hear what they think about
the School so decided to participate in PIR a second time.

Timo Korkeamäki, Dean of the School of Business, feels that the PIR is an
important tool for the Aalto strategy: "We educate future experts and
leaders, and we, therefore, feel very strongly that we, like all other
business schools, play a key role in developing our society into a more
sustainable one. It is crucial for us to understand what our students think
about how we as a School address issues related to sustainability.

"We have chosen a living strategy approach where our purpose, values,
and way of working define our long-term direction, while our choices are
proactively and continuously re-evaluated; we will utilize PIR results in
these re-evaluations of our strategy".

www.positiveimpactrating.org
info@positiveimpactrating.org

The AaltoSDG Mobile Application

The PIR survey gives our
students a great
opportunity to voice their
opinion on how we
succeed in addressing
issues related to
sustainability. I look
forward to receiving
students’ feedback on this
very important topic.

Timo Korkeamäki, Dean
School of Business


